
AUSTIN PARK NEWS: SUMMER 2010 

Yard Of The Month (YOM) – Congratulations to the May and June 2010 YOM winners…. the Chang family @ 3519 Cedar 

Locust for May and the Brothers family @ 3542 Mesquite for June.  We appreciate Enchanted Forest who continues to 

donate gift certificates to the winners. 

Mark Your Calendars ….. July Ice Cream Social At Austin Park Pool – Join new and old neighbors at our Austin Park pool 

Sunday evening, July 18, 6:15-8:15pm for what could possibly be our last gathering at the pool.  Lifeguards will be on 

duty, so plan to swim if you'd like.  Pizza, pasta, salad, drinks, and ice cream with all the toppings provided.  If you would 

like to help Laura Pollock with planning, setup, or serving, please see her contact information in the  “ Useful Phone 

Numbers, Web Sites, and Email Addresses” section at the end of this newsletter. More details to follow ….. 

JUNE UPDATE: Austin Park Neighborhood Pool Closing – Still no significant change regarding the eventual pool closing. 

While there may be a minor delay in the demolition schedule, our understanding is that its elimination is still planned….   

However…. if you strongly oppose its elimination, if you have concerns about your property value being adversely 

impacted, if you have ANY concerns, ideas, opinions, related to the planned closing, NOW IS THE TIME TO VOICE THEM!  

Austin Park neighbor Erin Serice has volunteered to accept emails and gather names and contact info of Austin Park 

homeowners interested in seeing our neighborhood’s pool remain open. This data could be very helpful in evaluating 

how the neighborhood feels, as a whole, on the matter of pool closure. Erin can be contacted at emserice@yahoo.com 

or at 281-325-0618. If you wish, you can also directly email comments/concerns to the FCCA board members ( 

board@firstcolony.org ) and Phil Martin of FCCA ( philm@firstcolony.org ).  If you don’t mind, please CC: your 

neighborhood reps on pool closing related correspondence. This helps to keep us aware of what the neighborhood is 

thinking.  

You also need to know that some of the other neighborhoods scheduled for FCCA planned closures have written letters 

of complaint and started petition processes as well. One neighborhood, Lakes of Edgewater, is actually scheduled for an 

amenity upgrade (not closure) and they have started a massive petition drive against it. They feel the new design is not 

in the best interests of their neighborhood. They have received support from some surrounding neighborhoods as well. 

A large number of the residents attended the last board meeting so they could directly speak to the board. 

As your neighborhood reps, we aren’t necessarily suggesting any specific course of action. Our primary role in all this has 

been to keep you as informed as we can of FCCA’s plan for the Austin Park pool and, regardless of outcome, influence it 

as positively as possible for Austin Park residents. We do strongly encourage you to make your concerns and input 

known to the folks who can make a difference regarding your desires (FCCA board members and Phil). LŦ C//! ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΗ 

For reference, a presentation of the Amenities Master Plan can be found on the FCCA website 

(http://www.firstcolony.org/amenities_master_plan.php  

Bulletin Board Refurbishing To Be Completed Shortly - Many thanks to neighbor James Hampton on Amphora for 

volunteering to refurbish our six bulletin boards on Mesquite.  He has donated many hours to the project.  The cost of 

materials was covered by our neighborhood fund.  He basically rebuilt the tops by recycling what parts he could and 

gave them a new coat of paint.  These units were designed and installed several years ago by former Neighborhood Rep 

Brad Walker to serve our neighbors and to discourage notices being taped to the brand new cluster mailboxes we had 

just received.  The reps at the time promised the Postmaster to never allow any notices taped to the mail boxes if he 
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gave us brand new ones.  We so appreciate James, who happens to be a general handyman, helping us maintain our 

message boards.  If you would like to thank James or request his handyman services, you may call him at 281-277-6716.  

 

James and one of the newly refurbished message boards 

Reminder …..Possible Austin Park Neighborhood Improvement Projects – Several potentially feasible suggestions have 

been received from residents.  However, at present, this effort and its required research have been placed on “hold”. 

The reason for the “hold” is the planned Austin Park Pool closing. The closing may have significant impact on what we 

wish to use our neighborhood’s voluntary fund dollars for and where we use them. Once we learn more about the facts 

surrounding demolition/redevelopment of the pool area, we’ll likely be able to restart this effort with a clearer view of 

how best to proceed. Sorry for the delay. 

Crime Watch / Safety Tips - Telephone Reassurance Program (Are You O.K. ?) is a telephone reassurance program 

sponsored by the Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office for seniors or disabled citizens of Fort Bend County.  The Sugar Land 

Police Department works with the Sheriff's Office in checking the welfare of seniors or disabled citizens that reside 

within the incorporated city limits of the City of Sugar Land. 

The program makes a computer generated telephone call each day to the participant to check on their welfare.  If the 

person called is OK, all that is needed is for them to pick up the telephone and hang up.  If for some reason they do not 

answer the telephone, the computer will try again at fifteen minute intervals.  Should the telephone go unanswered 

after three calls, an alarm will sound in the Sheriff's Office Dispatch Center, and the participant's application form will be 

printed.  The Sheriff's Office will then notify the Sugar Land Police Department, for resident's residing within the city 

limits. The Police Department will then dispatch a Police Officer to check on the welfare of the resident. 

There is no charge for this service.  You decide what time of the morning you want to be called.  If you will be away from 

home at the agreed calling time, you can call the number provided to you to check out of the program until you return.   

Reminder …… Burglary prevention tips are available on SLPD’s Web site at:  

www.sugarlandtx.gov/police/services/crime_prevention/tips/burglary_prevention.asp 

Mowing Your Home’s Lawn – It’s summer and grass/weeds grow fast in Texas, even without a lot of rain. Please be 

aware that FCCA guidelines require residence lawns to be mowed on a weekly basis. 2 week or 3 week mowing cycles 
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don’t cut it in Texas (no pun intended). Let’s keep Austin Park beautiful by mowing/weeding/edging lawns and beds on a 

weekly basis.  

Cars Parked On Streets In Austin Park – Austin Park’s streets aren’t incredibly wide, so parking cars on the street can 

create bottlenecks and, sometimes, significant safety hazards. Please be aware of this and consider parking your car(s) in 

your driveway or garage and asking guests to park in your driveway when visiting. Mesquite probably presents the 

greatest safety hazard when cars are parked on the street. This is due to its curvature near the pool and its overall length 

which leads to greater speed of cars on Mesquite when compared to our other streets.  So…. Let’s all try to make Austin 

Park safer by practicing “safe parking”, reducing speed, and driving safely. Police will be monitoring Mesquite in the 

coming months. 

Also, please remember that  cars parked on streets need to move every 48 hours. If not, they can be towed by the Sugar 

Land Police. 

Curbside Trash - Curbside trash is OBVIOUSLY NOT ATTRACTIVE, yet a lot of folks continue to put their trash out early 

and/or allow their lawn mowing crews to leave their bagged grass/debris at the curb. That is a deed restriction violation. 

For Austin Park, you are considered to be in violation if you place your trash curbside before 6PM on Monday and before 

6PM on Thursday.  Please be considerate of your neighbors and adhere to that schedule.   

Lawn mowing crews do not want to lose your business, especially during depressed economic times. If you tell them to 

take their bagged grass/debris with them, they will!  

General Compliance Reminder – Deed restriction enforcement is one key reason why Austin Park, and First Colony in 

general, remain attractive places to live. FCCA’s compliance inspectors do an excellent job spotting items that are out of 

compliance and following up until the items are remedied. This helps ALL homeowners maintain/improve property 

values and keeps our neighborhood aesthetically appealing. 

Some types of violations are more “high visibility” than others. Examples: fencing (leaning, broken, missing, dirty); 

driveways/sidewalks (rising, sinking, uneven, broken, dirty); siding (dirty, deteriorated); roofing (missing shingles, 

deteriorated shingles); gutters (leaning, full of debris, falling off home); and lawns/beds/shrubs/trees (un-mowed, un-

edged, untrimmed, dead, un-ground tree stumps). These typically take some effort to remedy, but have a high positive 

impact aesthetically. If you have any of these violations, chances are good that you will receive a deed restriction 

violation letter the next time our compliance inspector drives through the neighborhood. 

FCCA Compliance and Modifications Information – The following link will take you to a web page containing links that 

should be able to provide much of the information the typical homeowner needs regarding FCCA’s compliance and 

modifications rules: 

http://www.firstcolony.org/compliance.php 

FCCA’s Newsletters – If you’ve thrown away or missed an edition of the monthly FCCA newsletter, the following link will 

take you to a web page that has links to all past and present editions: 

http://www.firstcolony.org/page.php?page=40 

The newsletters typically provide good information on a variety of topics. If you’ve never read one, try it. You’ll find 

them very informative. 
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Useful Phone Numbers, Web Sites, and Email Addresses - 

Neighborhood Reps: 

Michael Malke 

mmalke@comcast.net 

281-980-0917 

Leslye Henderson 

leslyehenderson@juno.com 

281-980-0445 

Laura Pollock 

ldpo@earthlink.net 

ldpo@chevron.com 

281-980-4713 

First Colony Community Association 

(FCCA) 

www.firstcolony.org 

281-634-9500 

 

Austin Park Neighborhood Watch 

Coordinator 

Ted Schumann 

tas3950@gmail.com 

281-265-7916  

Neighborhood Watch Officer  

Officer Ron Foster, SLPD 

rfoster@sugarlandtx.gov 

281-275-2579 

Police Dept.  

281-275-2500 Non-Emergency. 

281-275-2525 or 911 Emergency. 

Fort Bend County Crime Stoppers  

281-342-TIPS (8477). 

City of Sugar Land 

www.sugarlandtx.gov 

281-275-2700 

Public Works (General) 

281-275-2450  (24 HRS) 

Animal Control (General) 

281-275-2596 

Trash/Recycling 

281-275-2450 (City) 

713-937-9955  (Allied Waste) 

Centerpoint Energy 

1-800-332-7143 

713-659-2111 (to report damaged/out 

cobra style street lights) or 

www.centerpointenergy.com/outage/ 
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